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Message from the Administration 

If you have questions about anything you read in the newsletter or about things that are 

happening at school that you are wondering about – please give me a call at 613-836-2818 or 

send an e-mail to catherine.donnelly@ocdsb.ca - I would be happy to connect! 

Thank you to a fully engaged school community for a very successful celebration of Education 

Week this May. The theme was Canada 150/Ontario 150 and we started off the week with the 

whole school standing together to sing Oh Canada for Music Monday.  Our primary and junior 

choirs and kindergarten classes performed for parents, students and staff and the pride in our 

country (and students!) could be heard loud and clear.  We are also proud of the many displays 

of our students’ art work that could be seen throughout the week.  “Math in Art” was the theme, 

connecting to our school learning plan goal, and the creative approach by students and staff in 

seeing the math in so many art forms was amazing!   

Thank you also to everyone who volunteered and supported our Scholastic book fair (thank you 

Mrs. Sembi!), several student led fundraisers that helped a variety of good causes, the Juvenile 

Diabetes Walk and of course – the cake walk!  Parent Mrs. Hayes and her team of volunteer 

parents led the way to the largest cake walk Stittsville PS has seen in recent years – the creativity 

and sheer volume of cakes was something to see and raised a great deal of fundraising dollars 

that go to enhancing our students’ school experience.   

We also learned that after a long and rewarding career with the OCDSB, including five years at 

SPS, Vice-Principal Donna Boyle is retiring at the end of June.  It has been my pleasure to have 

had a chance to work closely with Donna this year and her tireless efforts in helping students 

succeed will be sorely missed.  We wish her congratulations and all the best with her next 

adventures! 
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Welcome to our new Vice-Principal! 

We are pleased to announce that Vice-Principal Bruno Kondric will be joining our team in 

September.  He comes to us from Westwind Public School and is pleased to be staying in our 

community.  Welcome aboard Vice-Principal Kondric! 

 

Congratulations and Goodbye to Mme Mitchell 

After many years with the OCDSB and Stittsville Public School, Mme Mitchell is retiring at the 

end of this school year.  Her dedication to the students at SPS and her contributions to our school 

are countless and she leaves big shoes to fill!  We wish Mme Mitchell all the best for the future. 

 

Change in Recess Times 

One of the strategies that can reduce peer conflict and prepare students for another block of 

learning is for students to go out for recess first, followed by a nutrition break.  Many schools 

currently use this model with great success.  We will be trying this out for the month of June 

with an anticipated implementation in the fall.  

 

First Day of School for September 2017 

First Day of School is Sep 5:  We have incorporated the suggestions from parent volunteers 

from last September and will use the same system where parents who are dropping their child off 

say goodbye at the front door with grade ones going to the kindergarten yard and grades 2 to 6 

going to the gym. All bus students will be directed to the kinder yard or gym accordingly. We 

will have more details in the June newsletter, along with a voluntary supplies list.  

 

Library Refresh 

Library as Learning Commons:  
We are looking for ways to maximize our school space and offer flexible places that students, 

staff and parents can gather and learn together.  One area we are looking at is the library.  It 

currently stands empty on Monday’s and Friday’s and is a space that would be ideal for learning 

as well as storing books.  The concept of a learning commons would provide a framework to 

develop the library space so that it can be used for a multitude of purposes.   

 

A learning commons is an inclusive, flexible, learner-centered space for collaboration, inquiry, 

imagination and play to expand and deepen learning.  The library as a learning commons 

functions as the hub of a school, where teachers and students collaborate and inquiry based 

learning is promoted, while fostering a thriving reading culture.   

 

With the concept of a learning commons as our framework we will be going through our 

collection of teacher resources, keeping the materials that are current and relocating a good 

portion of those resources to other spaces in the building.  This will allow us to maintain shelving 

for the student collections and remove some shelving to allow for more space that we can use for 

a variety of things. Another feature of a learning commons, ideally, is the addition of technology, 

for example a mounted projector and screen as well as a bin of chrome books that can be used 

for research and other projects. 

 

 



Safe and Caring Committee 

Sincere thanks go to the safe and caring team of staff and parents that met several times this year 

to plan in support of student well-being and safety at SPS.  At our last meeting for this school 

year we celebrated the fact that everything that was included in this year’s plan was 

implemented!  Most recently our students and staff heard an encouraging message from local rap 

musician Peter Joynt about persistence, resilience and anti-bullying.   

 

Anti-Bullying Speaker visits SPS – Peter Joynt 

By day, he is Peter Joynt, a member of the Communications team at Innovapost; by night, he is 

The Joynt – a writer, rapper, and producer and motivational speaker. He has performed at the 

Ottawa Senators games where he raps about the Sens and Ottawa (check out his single Capacity 

– a love song about Ottawa), and he has performed for the Govenor General.  

 

More importantly, Peter is part of #NoMoreBullies Tour where he visits schools to talk and rap 

about bullying and resiliency. On May 10, he presented to the students at Stittsville Public 

School as part of the school’s Safe and Caring School initiative. 

 

As a child, Peter was no stranger to bullying. He has a stutter when speaking. With confidence, 

positivity, and the right support system, he dealt with those who teased him and shares with the 

students how they can do the same. His unique style of rap with stories from his life, he spreads 

the word that anything is possible.  

 

His excitement and energy are contagious. His presentation allowed the students to go home and 

share their excitement with their parents. Some parents said it inspired some great conversation 

about kindness that night. It made a lasting impression.  

 

You can check out Peter’s videos, songs, and information on how to book him for similar 

engagements at his website at www.thejoynt.ca. Check out YouTube for his songs Capacity and 

This Is It.  

 

A “Shout Out” from the Board to SPS for Music Monday! 

This was included in the Weekly Board wide newsletter…. 
 
Music Monday – May 1

st
  

Music Monday was initiated in 2005, by The Coalition for Music Education. Music Monday is a global 
affair committed to increasing appreciation for music education. Each year, hundreds of thousands of 
students, educators, and musicians take part in a synchronized nationwide concert performance of an 
original song written by a Canadian artist. 
 

Locally, several OCDSB schools are participating including……   
Stittsville Public School students will be wearing Canada’s colours - dressing in red and white and singing 
Oh Canada outside their school yard at 9 a.m. 
 

 
 

http://www.thejoynt.ca/


Let us Know for Next Year –moving out of our area? moving programs? 

Staffing and program viability are based on the number of students attending the school. If you 

know that you are moving out of the Stittsville Public School attendance area, kindly notify the 

school as soon as possible. We would also like to know if you are considering program changes 

for your child from Early French Immersion to the English program or from the English program 

to the Middle French Immersion program as this affects our staffing as well.  

 

Staffing for next year is based upon numbers of students registered for the next school year, so 

this information is very important to us. 

 

Sunscreen weather… 

As the very warm and sunny weather has arrived, please ensure your child is wearing sunscreen 

and a hat for their protection. Sun Screen needs to be applied at home.  Due to scent allergies 

please use unscented sunscreen. 

                             
 

 Grades 4 to 6 visit South Carleton High School 

Our students enjoyed a wonderful day at South Carleton High School this month where they 

watched a first class dance show produced by the South Carleton students and staff, followed by 

visits to a variety of courses offered at the high school for a multitude of career paths.  Thanks 

South Carleton! 

 

Play Structure Safety 

To play safely on our play structures, students need to wear proper footwear, for example running 

shoes or other similar close toed shoes.  Students who are wearing flip-flops, Crocs, or other loose 

footwear will be asked to play on the yard.   

 

 
Information about Opioid Use in Ottawa 

 

The District is actively working with Ottawa Public Health and Ottawa Police Services to raise 

awareness about drug use in our community.  We all need to be concerned about the recent rapid 

increase in opioid use in Ottawa. 

  

Parents are a child’s best defense against drug use.  The top two things that a parent or guardian 

can do is to be informed about drug issues and talk to your children about drugs. Make sure that 

you secure prescription medications in your home - two-thirds of Ottawa students who used 

prescription drugs got the drug from someone they live with. 



  

For more information, including  tips for talking to your children about drugs, information on 

opioids, including  fentanyl, how to spot an overdose,  what to do in an overdose situation, and 

where to get naloxone, go to: Youth and Opioids: What Parents Need to Know (link) on Ottawa 

Public Health’s Parenting in Ottawa website.   
 

2017 Fun Pass 
This summer, celebrate Ontario’s 150

th
 anniversary by planning a trip to Ontario’s attractions 

with the 2017 Fun Pass. 

 

To help families celebrate this milestone, we are expanding the Fun Pass so that two children, 

not one, get free admission to 18 popular attractions when accompanied by one paying adult or 

senior. Parents also save $5 on a daily parking permit at most Ontario provincial parks. 

 

Simply bring a coupon – found at Ontario.ca/funpass – to any participating attraction. Visit our 

website in June for more information about the Fun Pass program and to download the e-pass.  
 

Register for Kindergarten! 

Encourage any new neighbors or neighbors with kindergarten age children  to come in to register 

at their earliest convenience. They can give us a call, and we will be pleased to guide them 

through the registration process. 

 
 

Celebrate Goulbourn Middle School’s 50
th

 anniverary 

We invite all former and current students, parents, staff, and volunteers of Goulbourn Middle 

School to come out and celebrate with us on  

June 14, 2017 at 5:30-6:30PM 

We look forward to opening the school and sharing in your memories 

Join for party games, school tours and cake and ice cream!  
 

Please let us know if you are planning to join us! 

https://tinyurl.com/mhrnfym 

More News from the Classrooms….. 
 

In Grade 1:  Such fun to see your Grade one children experimenting with different containers and water to 
understand capacity and to develop ideas about the mass of various objects. 
Thank-you to school council for providing funds to us, to again find 'extras' for our classrooms to deliver 
curriculum!!!   With sincere appreciation, Mrs. Kerwin, Grade One Math 
 
Eco Club 

http://www.parentinginottawa.com/en/youth/youth-and-opioids---what-parents-need-to-know.asp
http://www.mtc.gov.on.ca/en/agencies/fun_pass.shtml
http://www.ontarioparks.com/
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It is not official yet (Mme Kupo will know for sure later in June) but it looks like we have reached the Silver 
level for the Ontario Eco School certification.  We will work really hard to stay Silver next year with a BIG 
push for boomerang/litterless lunches.  The Eco team received 10 white spruce trees in May which they 
will cherish and nurture. We will be planting the surviving ones in the fall. The spot is to be determined.  
                                   
A message from Mme Kupo and Mme Reed: 
Would you please extend our appreciation and thanks to Parent Council for subsidizing our Scientist in the 
School workshop this year.  The Grade 4 EFI classes had our "Sound is Music to our Ears" workshop on 
Friday.  The students thoroughly enjoyed the experiments and learned a lot about Sound at same time.  The 
"quacking duck" experiment was a hit!!  (Our apologies to the parents!)    
 
JDRF Results:  
Our numbers are not firm as of yet, but we know with in-school and online donations we did raise 
over $1000.00 for the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation. Mrs Kerwin will let parents know in 
our next newsletter what our final number was! Thank-you, parents for supporting JDRF, especially 
since we have children with family members who have diabetes, as well as one of our students. We 
are one of few schools who participate in such a worthwhile cause. Many thanks to our parent 
volunteers and teachers who also supported our walk! 
 
Basketball: 
The Junior Boys’ Basketball team won their regional tournament. 
Girls competed well and represented SPS with pride    
 
The Stittsville Showcase  
- Try-outs are complete 
- 24 acts have been selected 
- There was a great range of talent: singing, dancing, gymnastics, music, comedy, magic and martial arts 
- There is a mix of solos and groups 
- The acts are equally distributed among grades 4, 5 and 6 
- Students who did not make the Showcase team have been given other opportunities to participate in the    
show: MCs, stage hands, greeters, etc. 
- Students are to practice on their own time: at home or on the yard during recess 
- Dress rehearsal is June 5th, during recess 
- The show is June 8th (parents are invited to either the morning or afternoon shows: 9am and 1:45pm) 
 
The French Immersion classes in grades 4-6 are this year participating in the Bingo Franco competition. 
Students each receive a “Bingo” card and are encouraged to complete the activities in each space. Students 
who complete a line will get extra DPA time. Students who complete the whole card will be entered into a 
draw for a small prize.  
 
Free the Children/Pay it Forward:  

 Pay it Forward Fundraising Day on May 3rd raised $260 for the various groups that sold goods  
 Free the Children raised $192 during the Mother’s Day Art Sale  
 We will be doing a Father’s Day art sale in June  
 The Pay it Forward Fair will take place in the gym on June 21st around noon-ish.  



 
Special Presentations from City of Ottawa Paramedics! 

On May 18th, City of Ottawa paramedics Rob Wilson and Annik Lagassé made a visit to our school for 

the day.  They brought with them two paramedic students and lots of really cool equipment to show the 

students!  

 

The paramedics spent the day talking to students about a wide range of age appropriate topics.  Our 

youngest students from JK to Grade 1 learned about what paramedics do, and got to see the ambulance. 

 Our Grade 2 students learned about bike safety and calling 9-1-1, and the Grade 3 students learned about 

the difference between prescription and non-prescription medication.   

 

Visitors passing by the Gym during the Grade 4 First Aid presentation would have seen students with their 

arms bandaged up or in slings as they learned how to help a person with a cut or broken bone.  The Grades 

5 and 6 classes learned about anaphylaxis and allergies.   

 

The paramedic visit was lots of fun!  The students were able to ask questions, see how the equipment is 

used and learn a lot about what paramedics do.   

 

Thank you to the paramedics for a fun and informative visit!  

 

 
 


